
WORLD BOOK DAY 2017

On World Book and Copyright Day Graduate Women International and the South African 
Association of Women Graduates appeal to governments and policy makers to guarantee access 

to books for every refugee child, particularly girls, to reduce illiteracy rates

Johannesburg, 23 April 2017 – Today on World Book and Copyright Day Graduate Women 
International (GWI) and the South African Association of Women Graduates celebrate books and 
how books help to bridge the gap between peoples, cultures and generations through creativity and
expression. By providing education, knowledge and wisdom over time, books have played, and will 
continue to play, an integral role in the progress of humanity.

On World Book and Copyright Day, GWI and the South African Association of Women Graduates
would like to see governments and policy makers support refugee children in attaining access to 
books and education as a means to reduce illiteracy rates. Out of the 144 million illiterate children 
worldwide, 68 million are girls, meaning that girls comprise almost 60% of the global illiterate 
population ages fifteen through twenty-four. In areas of conflict, 26.5 million girls do not attend
school and make up only 30% of the refugee children enrolled in secondary education. Without 
school, girls are forced into marriages and early pregnancies, which are the leading causes of death 
amongst girl refugees ages fifteen through nineteen. Without access to books, girls cannot learn, 
grow and aspire.

“It is particularly important for countries to prioritize access to books and reading to the women and 
girls in their countries because households with literate women and girls have been known to 
flourish. These households are not just likely to produce multiple generations of educated women, 
they are also more likely to contribute to the advancement of social and economic goals of their 
countries”, GWI President, Geeta Desai.

In order to achieve literacy amongst refugee and migrant girls, governments and policy makers on all 
levels must endorse Sustainable Development Goal 4.6, which aims for complete literacy and 
numeracy amongst youths by the year 2030, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which 
vows to protect the rights of children everywhere. To support child refugees, especially girls, 
governments must commit to assisting host countries. Host countries desperately need training, 
resources, and infrastructure to properly provide adequate education for the biggest refugee crisis 
since World War II. GWI encourages national and local governments to work alongside humanitarian 
organisations, with United Nation agencies, and with nongovernmental organizations. Supporting 
such organisation and agencies can advance efforts to provide the necessary channels for girl 
refugees to have access to safe and equal education. Books and education supply girls with tools and 
skills needed to progress further in work and society. 

Graduate Women International (GWI) is a membership-based international NGO based in Geneva, 
Switzerland, with presence in over 80 countries. Founded in 1919, GWI is the leading girls’ and 
women’s global organisation advocating for women’s rights, equality and empowerment through 
access to quality education and training up to the highest levels. GWI is in special consultative status 
with ECOSOC since 1947 and is an NGO maintaining official relations with UNESCO and ILO.


